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it. Presently a glimmer of daylight appeared; it in-
creased, and they entered a very large, lofty, vaulted
halL Prom the other side of the hall there was a con-
tinuation of the stairs. They led to various galleries,
and finally to a small arched doorway, very roughly
blocked with stones. The stones were so loosely piled
that a push or two displaced them. The party passed
through, and found themselves in the Eowney at the
base of the octagon tower. The doorway was in the
recess <jf an angle formed by one of the sides of the
tower. Its situation prevented it from being easily
observed, and it was further concealed by a shrub that
had grown before it.
The discovery of this hall and staircase renewed our
pleasant excitement regarding the explorations, and
afforded us an interesting subject for our evening con-
versations. The ornamentation of the walls of the
' Crystal Hall' was known to be not later than the reign
of Shah Jehan. The staircase must, therefore, have
been built up for more than two hundred years. The
object of its closure was a puzzle to which no solution
was forthcoming, and which afforded, therefore, room
for any amount of conjecture. In a portion of the hall
were some marble fittings, which showed that it had
at one time formed an appendage to the apartments of
the Emperor himself, or of the chief ladies of the Zenana.
But no other relics were discovered of its former occu-
pants, neither gold nor jewels nor even fragments of
furniture or ornaments.
There, was something in the aspect of this closed
chamber that appealed very strongly to our imagination.
It was so suggestive of mystery. It so reminded us of
the vicissitudes of earthly greatness, of the brevity of
human life. In the palace above generations had come